
Forest Legacy Project
Shackleford Forest Conservation Easement
Siskiyou County, CA, California
 
FUNDING HISTORY
 

FY 2022 Forest Legacy Program Funding $3,000,000
FY 2022 Non-Federal Cost Share $1,220,000

FY 2022 Project Costs $4,220,000
FY 2022 Project Acres 12,214

Forest Legacy Funding To Date $0
Total Project Costs $4,220,000
Total Project Acres 12,214

Tract Name
Size
(ac) Tract Cost FLP Funding

Non-Fed
Cost Share Status

Shackleford
Forest

12,214 $4,220,000 $3,000,000 $1,220,000 Draft 2022

A view of Shackleford Creek providing cold, clean water to the
Scott River. (Photo by EFM)

GENERAL DESCRIPTION
 
The 12,214-acre Shackleford Forest flanks the
federally-designated Marble Mountain Wilderness
Area, connecting that Wilderness and other
Klamath National Forest (KNF) lands to rapidly
expanding communities in the adjacent Scott River
Valley. The property lies along State Scenic
Highway 3, only 25 miles from the Interstate 5
Highway Corridor. It is located in a global center of
biological diversity--the Klamath Mountains--and is
recognized for its highly significant water
resources, including critical habitat for federally-
threatened coho salmon, extensive mountain
meadow habitat, a trailhead to the Pacific Coast
Trail, and scenic Shackleford Creek falls, a
recreation site frequented by locals and visitors
from across the country. The Shackleford Forest
tract is the 3rd and final phase of a 39,685-acre
working forest conservation project, including the
adjoining 18,683-acre Whiskey Forest tract being
conserved in partnership with the CA FLP program. The FSC-certified Shackleford Forest is managed for
long-term timber production and jobs in conjunction with strategic, landscape-scale fuels reduction
treatments that protect adjacent CA communities and increase forest resiliency to the increasing threat of
catastrophic wildfires.
 

PROJECT FEATURES
 
Important
 

• ECONOMIC/TIMBER: The Shackleford Forest currently contains an estimated 70.5 million board feet
of merchantable timber, with the ability to generate an average harvest of 2 million board feet/year to
locally-operated mills and biomass facilities. 
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Big Meadows, a 733-acre wetland aspen complex with the
Shackleford Forest. (Photo by EFM)

• ECONOMIC/TIMBER: This forest productivity equates to the annual generation of approximately 22
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) jobs (Source:
http://theforestreport.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/07/OFRI-2019-
EconSummary-Web.pdf). 

• ECONOMIC/TIMBER: The property is located
in Siskiyou Co, the 3rd highest producer in
volume and value of timber of CA's 58
counties in 2019.  In 2019 Siskiyou County's
timber harvest had a market value of
$28,952,571 and was 14.52% of net
Statewide timber volume produced (CA Dept
of Tax & Fee Admin) 

• ECONOMIC/TIMBER: The landowner hires
local forest management consultants,
businesses and equipment operators, and
restoration contractors in a County with a
June 2020 unemployment rate of 12.6%  and
17.1% poverty rate (US Bureau of Census,
2019). 

• ECONOMIC/TIMBER:The property is located approx. 25 miles from the Timber Products mill in
Yreka, CA with easy access via HWY 3.  This mill processes small diameter trees, key to treatments
needed to improve stand values and future timber sale viability. The property currently supplies this
mill logs 

• ECONOMIC/TIMBER:The Shackleford Forest is part of the 39,685-acre Scott River Headwaters
(SRH) ownership, the largest contiguous block of privately-owned working forest in Scott Valley. SRH
contains 220 million board feet of standing timber with potential to support 400 million board feet. 

• ECONOMIC/TIMBER: Most Shackleford Forest stands are well stocked with healthy young trees and
very little mortality. Diversity of economically valuable tree species exists across the project area and
contributes to overall stand resilience. 

• RECREATION: The property provides onsite recreation opportunities and serves as a key gateway
for public access to the 241,744-acre Marble Mtn Wilderness and 2,650 mile long Pacific Crest Trail
(PCT).   The 733-acre Big Meadows, Shackleford Falls, and the Shackleford trailhead occur on the
property. 

• RECREATION:Outfitters use the property as a departure point for back-country trips into the Marble
Mtns. The KNF website lists 28 outfitters and guides as authorized to operate commercially within
KNF, including 2 outfitters located in nearby Etna who hold long-term "priority use" permits by KNF. 

• RECREATION: In 2017 destination spending generated $178.5 million in Siskiyou County (Dean
Runyan and Associates, 2018).  Visitor-generated taxable sales accounted for 11.5% of the total
taxable sales in Siskiyou County in 2016 (Dean Runyan and Associates, 2018). 

• RECREATION:Shackleford Falls, a dramatic year-round waterfall on the Property, the Shackleford
PCT Trailhead, and Big Meadows are easily accessed from Scott Valley and are significant
destination draws frequented by locals and out-of-area travelers, along with the adjacent Marble Mtns
Wilderness. 

• T&E SPECIES: The NOAA Fisheries Recovery Plan for Coho Salmon (2014) identifies Shackleford
and Mill creeks as high value coho salmon habitat necessary for species recovery in the Southern
Oregon/Northern California Coast Evolutionarily Significant Unit of the species. 

• T&E: Shackleford supports or potentially supports, over 3 dozen ESA listed & at-risk species (CA
BIOS), including 12 bird, 15 mammal, 6 amphibian, and 4 fish species. The property may also
support 38 plant species that are considered by the state to be globally rare, rare in CA, or potentially
rare. 

• T&E SPECIES: The Scott River produces more wild coho salmon than any other stream within the
Klamath River system. The Klamath River is the top coho producer in the entire state of California
and second only to the Columbia/Snake River system on the entire West Coast of North America. 

• Big Meadows, a 733-acre wetland aspen complex, acts as a giant "sponge" storing and releasing
water key for aquatic species occurring both on the property and downstream. Its hydrologic function
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is enhanced by its direct connection to high elevation wilderness with seasonal snowpack glacial
features 

• CULTURAL/TRIBAL: The Quartz Valley Indian Community of the Quartz Valley Indian Reservation
(QVIR) is a federally recognized tribe of Klamath, Karuk, and Shasta Indians located within a mile of
the Shackleford Forest. 

• CULTURAL/TRIBAL: QVIR tribal members hold ceremonies on the property and use it for harvesting
culturally significant plants and animals. Shackleford Falls has particular significance to the Tribe and
is used for tribal ceremonies. 

• SCENIC: The Shackleford Forest is a major part of the viewshed experienced by travelers of State
Scenic Highway 3, designated as the "Trinity Heritage Scenic Byway" by CA Department of
Transportation. It also provides a scenic backdrop for those visiting the Marble Mtns and the PCT. 

• T&E SPECIES: 1.35 miles of critical stream habitat for federally-threatened coho salmon occur on the
property. Two activity circles for the federally-threatened Northern Spotted Owl (NSO) also occur
there, as well as foraging habitat for NSO's centered on adjacent USFS lands. 

A view of Mt. Shasta from the mixed conifer  Shackleford Forest.
(Photo by EFM)

 

Threatened
 

• DEVELOPMENT PRESSURE: The
combination of current market forces, zoning,
and forest stand conditions are applying
strong pressures towards the parcelization
and development of the Shackleford Forest.
This is a likely outcome for the property in the
absence of a conservation easement. 

• DEVELOPMENT PRESSURE: Local real
estate listings show forested parcels in the
Shackleford Forest vicinity being marketed as
"ranchettes" and recreational properties,
exacerbating an ongoing trend towards forest
fragmentation surrounding the property. 

• DEVELOPMENT PRESSURE: The property's
strategic location at the base of a wilderness
in the scenic Scott Valley near Mount Shasta
and the I-5 corridor increases its desirability
for second home and recreation property development. State Highway 3 parallels the Property and
provides easy access. 

• DEVELOPMENT PRESSURE: The Property is also located within 10 miles of the cities of Fort Jones
and Etna on State HWY 3; about 25 miles from the city of Yreka and the Interstate-5 corridor; and
within several miles of the unincorporated communities of Greenview and Callahan. 

• MARKET DEMAND: The property has the key features--access, water, and buildable flats--that make
forested rural real estate viable for large-lot subdivisions and associated residential and recreational
developments. 

• MARKET DEMAND:  The median price for single-family homes in Siskiyou County increased by 14%
from June 2018 through June 2020. The Scott Valley, nearly adjacent to the Shackleford Forest,
hosts some of the most coveted real estate in all of Siskiyou County. 

• SUBDIVISION: The property was purchased as part of a 50,000-acre liquidation sale in 2017, with
the current landowner buying nearly 40,000-acres adjacent to the Wilderness to try and keep it as
intact working forest. The remaining 10,000 acres were sold to myriad other buyers as 17 separate
parcels. 

• SUBDIVISION: Based on current zoning, the property could be readily sold as 80 separate parcels.
However, if a Joint Timber Management Plan were developed by the landowner and approved by the
County, the minimum possible parcel size could be 40 acres with over 300 separate parcels possible. 

• SUBDIVISION:Based on recent development patterns in CA, once forest parcelization begins, it
leads to ever-smaller parcel sizes until eventually parcels are too small to support viable timber
operations and habitat connectivity. Development and associated forest conversion are usually the
end result 
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• SUBDIVISION:Also threatened by development of the property is its unique capacity to reduce the
incidence and spread of catastrophic wildfires. This includes impacts to the Marble Mtn Wilderness
and other national forest lands and to the health and safety of nearby human communities. 

Shackleford Forest landscape view via Whiskey Butte. Big
Meadow in background. (Photo by EFM)

 

Strategic
 

• LANDSCAPE CONTEXT: The Shackleford
Forest is largely surrounded by the Klamath
National Forest and its bordered by the
241,744-acre Marble Mountain Wilderness
Area.  The property and Wilderness Area
share 5.5-miles of boundary line. 

• LANDSCAPE CONTEXT: This project is the
final phase of a 39,685-acre conservation
project that includes the 8,269-acre Wildcat
tract bordering the Russian Wilderness to the
south and the 18,683-acre Whiskey tract that
adjoins the Shackleford Forest and also
borders the Marbles Mtn Wilderness. 

• BIODIVERSITY HOTSPOT: The property is
part of the Klamath Province, which has the
most diverse conifer forests in the world.
Having high tree species diversity itself , the
property is located within 16 miles of the "Miracle Mile," which hosts 18 conifer species within a 1
square mile area. 

• BIODIVERSITY HOTSPOT: The Klamath Province has been designated as an area of global
botanical significance by the World Conservation Union; as a World Wildlife Fund global conservation
priority site; and has been proposed as a United Nation's biosphere reserve (Ricketts et. al. 1999). 

• HABITAT CONNECTIVITY: The special biogeographic significance of the Shackleford Forest is
illustrated by The CA Essential Habitat Connectivity Project: A Strategy for Conserving a Connected
California (CA Department of Fish and Wildlife 2010), including the maps contained in the report. 

• HABITAT CONNECTIVITY: The Shackleford Forest, in combination with the adjacent Whiskey Forest
tract, provides a landscape corridor between two "Essential Habitat Connectivity Areas," thus joining
the Russian and Marble Mtn Wilderness Areas to Mt. Shasta and other large "Natural Landscape
Blocks" to the east. 

• CONSERVATION STRATEGY: The project implements the CDFW-approved Mt. Shasta Headwaters
Forest Conceptual Area Protection Plan (CAPP), which recommends the acquisition of working forest
conservation easements on larger, private forestlands comprising the Sacramento and Klamath River
headwaters. 

• CONSERVATION STRATEGY: The Shackleford Forest and other large tracts covered by the Mt.
Shasta CAPP are considered to be highly significant in terms of conserving CA's water supplies,
salmon populations, biodiversity, habitat connectivity, and public recreational opportunities, and for
increasing climate change resiliency. 

• CONSERVATION STRATEGY: The project supports and implements numerous additional
conservation plans, including: National Fish, Wildlife, and Plants Climate Adaptation Strategy (2009);
CA Water Action Plan (2016); CA State Wildlife Action Plan (2015); CA Climate Adaptation
Strategy/Safeguarding CA (2018); and NOAA Fisheries Recovery Plan for Coho Salmon (2014). 

• FIRE RESILIENCY: The project supports ongoing and proposed fuels reduction treatments covering
thousands of acres on the adjacent Whiskey Forest tract. Fuels reduction treatments on these
particular tracts are strategic is stopping the spread of catastrophic wildfire between national
forestlands, including Wilderness Areas, and nearby communities in the Scott Valley. 
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Readiness
 

Pre-Appraisal/Market Analysis 1
Easement or Fee Conditions 0
Non-Federal Cost Share Commitment 0
Signed Purchase Agreement 0
Title Search 1
Mineral Determination 1
Stewardship Plan (or equivalent)* 1
Readiness Total Tally Score 4

Supporting Parties
 
Brian Dahle, Assembly Republican Leader, Assemblyman, 1st District; Ted Gaines, Senator, California
District One; Ray Haupt, Board of Supervisors, Siskiyou County, District 5; Kathleen Hitt, Siskiyou Land
Trust; Jenny Ericson, Field Supervisor, Fish and Wildlife Service, Yreka, CA; Jim Simondet, Klamath
Branch, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; Andrew Braugh, Shasta-Klamath Regional
Director, California Trout; Patty Grantham, Forest Supervisor, Klamath N.F.; and Crystal Robinson,
Quartz Valley Indian Reservation. 
 
For more information on the Forest Legacy Program, please contact: 
Scott Stewart
National Forest Legacy
Program Coordinator
USDA Forest Service
1400 Independence Avenue,
3SC
Washington, DC 20250
202-205-1618
scott.stewart@usda.gov

Kathleen S. Friday
Forest Legacy Program
Manager
USDA Forest Service
Institute of Pacific Islands
Forestry
60 Nowelo St.
Hilo, HI 96720
808-854-2620
kathleen.friday@usda.gov

Brook Darley
State Forest Legacy Program
Coordinator
California Dept. of Forestry &
Fire Protection
6105 Airport Road
Redding, CA 96002
530-224-1420
Brook.Darley@fire.ca.gov
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