
Forest Legacy Project
Trinity Timberlands CE
Near Hyampom, Trinity and Humboldt Counties, California
 
FUNDING HISTORY
 

FY 2022 Forest Legacy Program Funding $3,000,000
FY 2022 Non-Federal Cost Share $1,749,985

FY 2022 Project Costs $4,749,985
FY 2022 Project Acres 12,090

Forest Legacy Funding To Date $0
Total Project Costs $4,749,985
Total Project Acres 12,090

Tract Name
Size
(ac) Tract Cost FLP Funding

Non-Fed
Cost Share Status

Trinity
Timberlands

12,090 $4,749,985 $3,000,000 $1,749,985 Draft 2022

Regional context of Trinity Timberlands relative to other protected
lands (Photo by NRLT)

GENERAL DESCRIPTION
 
This project would create a CONSERVATION
EASEMENT across the strategically located
~12,090-acre Trinity Timberlands property in
Trinity County, CA thereby conserving the
expansive tract as a working forest, keeping intact
the largest private inholding in the Shasta-Trinity
NF, and permanently protecting ecologically
significant habitats and other critical natural
resource values. The property encompasses 9
tributaries of the South Fork Trinity River, a
federally designated Wild and Scenic River, whose
summertime flows contribute cold-water refugia for
salmon. The South Fork is the largest tributary of
the Klamath and contains one of the last wild
spring Chinook salmon runs in the Klamath Basin.
The property provides habitat to federally
threatened wildlife species, as well as other rare
flora and fauna. Immediately adjacent to several
holdings recently subdivided and developed for
cannabis production, this project would prevent significant habitat fragmentation and conversion of
forestlands for carbon-intensive cannabis operations and low-density development. Trinity Timberland's
proximity to both the Shasta-Trinity and Six Rivers NF presents an opportunity to conserve a large
privately held tract of ecologically important lands.
 

PROJECT FEATURES
 
Important
 

• FISH, WILDLIFE, PLANTS, AND UNIQUE FOREST COMMUNITIES: The property spans the full
elevation range of South Fork Mountain (1,200' to 5,600'), with a diverse mosaic of habitats, wildlife,
and plant species. The ecological significance of SF Mountain led to it being dubbed an "island in the
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Parcelization and cannabis cultivation
occurring adjacent to/near the property
(Photo by NRLT)

sky". 
• The Property comprises a priority vegetative community as

identified in the 2015 CA State Wildlife Action Plan. The
ridgeline includes red fir forest, uncommon in the coast range.
South Fork Mountain lupine (Lupinus elmeri) occurs on the
property (1B.2 Rare Plant Rank - CA Native Plant Society). 

• The CA Department of Fish and Wildlife's Areas of
Conservation Emphasis (ACE) database identifies the property
as containing essential areas of connectivity between large
natural habitat blocks, supporting the movement and migration
of wildlife. 

• The ACE database indicates that Trinity Timberlands supports
high levels of biodiversity (ranking 3-5 out of 5), has a high
probability of providing climate refugia to wildlife and plant
communities under future potential climate scenarios, and
supports up to 27 climate vulnerable species. 

• THREATENED OR ENDANGERED SPECIES HABITAT:
Terrestrial species on Trinity Timberlands include the Federally
threatened northern spotted owl (Strix occidentalis) and Trinity
bristle snail (Monadenia setosa), as well as the southern torrent
salamander (Rhyacotriton variegatus), a species of concern. 

• The property contains 9 tributaries of the South Fork Trinity
River. The South Fork contains a major steelhead (Federally threatened) fishery, a functionally
independent coho salmon (Federally threatened) population, and one of the last wild spring Chinook
(ESA candidate) runs in the Klamath Basin. 

• WATER SUPPLY, AQUATIC HABITAT, AND WATERSHED PROTECTION: ~147 linear stream
miles on the property drain into the SF Trinity River, the longest undammed river in CA that is key to
maintaining water flows during low-flow periods as it supplies the mainstem Trinity and ultimately the
Klamath River. 

• The tributaries on the property are critical sources of cold water refugia for salmonids as they drain
into the SF Trinity River, and also provide vital habitat for aquatic species such as the foothill yellow-
legged frog and the western pond turtle, a candidate species for listing under the ESA. 

• The South Fork is 303(d) impaired for temperature and sediment. As documented by USFS, much of
the property is comprised of extremely erodible soils and steep slopes. Sediment impacts to the SF
Trinity can be minimized through adherence to conservation easement and Forest Management Plan
guidelines. 

• ECONOMIC BENEFITS FROM TIMBER AND POTENTIAL FOREST PRODUCTIVITY: Trinity
Timberlands is a productive, working forest featuring an average of over 12,000 board feet/acre of
commercial conifer inventory diversified across Douglas-fir, white fir, red fir, ponderosa pine, sugar
pine, and incense cedar. 

• Trinity Timberlands contributes to local economic development by contracting with businesses based
in the region for all forest management activities. Between September 2016 and September 2018,
roughly 10 million board feet were harvested on the property, creating approximately 70 jobs per
year. 

• Since 2015, Trinity Timberlands has harvested over 11 million board feet, primarily to Trinity River
Lumber Company, the last major independent sawmill in Trinity County, which employs 131 people,
generated $5 million in revenue during 2019, and depends on log supply from private lands in the
area. 

• The landowner's management plan demonstrates sustained-yield forestry, with commercial thinning
and selection harvests that will enhance forest conditions, increasing productivity as stands progress
toward older ages, thereby providing stable economic benefits to the region into the future. 

• ECONOMIC BENEFITS FROM NON-TIMBER PRODUCTS AND RECREATION: The  landowners
anticipate an eventual sale of this property to the Watershed Research & Training Center, a nonprofit
based in nearby Hayfork, who would explore increased public access for enhanced recreational
opportunities on the property. 

• Trinity Timberlands dominates the view from the SF Trinity River, which is a hotspot for outdoor
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recreation activities (a major driver of tourism in Trinity county) such as fishing, hiking, rafting, and
hunting. In 2019 travel related spending was $60.7M which supported 712 jobs in the county. 

• The property is located fully within an AB 1550 designated Low-Income Community census tract. This
project would benefit nearby disadvantaged communities such as Hyampom (pop. 241) by supporting
fire resiliency planning and protecting water quality of the SF Trinity which serves AB 1550
populations. 

• PUBLIC ACCESS: Popular, paved USFS roads traverse or border the property for over 15 miles and
are used for scenic drives, biking, and hiking. Conservation of the tract will protect the extraordinary
views from these roads and maintain a key linkage affording public access to adjoining USFS lands. 

• HISTORIC/CULTURAL/TRIBAL: The Hoopa and Yurok Reservations lie downstream from Trinity
Timberlands. Conservation and restoration within the SF Trinity watershed is important for sustaining
salmon fisheries and related sustenance and economic benefit of downstream tribal communities. 

• Nue-mee ney-puy (Spring Chinook salmon) have sustained the Yurok people since time immemorial
but stocks have plummeted in the last several decades.  In 2018, the Yurok Tribe began
implementing a significant fish habitat restoration project on the SF Trinity River. 

• The SF Mountain ridge was the border of the Nongatl and Wintu tribes to the west and east, and the
Chimariko and Nomlaki tribes used SF Mountain as a travel route. There are 15 known pre-historic
sites on the property consisting of lithic scatters, projectile points, hammer stones, and a fire pit. 

Trinity Timberlands Tract Panorama (Photo by Green Diamond
Resources Company)

 

Threatened
 

• LACK OF PROTECTION: Composed of 64
parcels, the property has no encumbrances or
protections from subdivision and development
pressures. Served by multiple paved, public
roads, the property is extremely vulnerable to
the rampant parcelization and forest
conversion for illegal cannabis operations. 

• LAND AND LANDOWNERS
CIRCUMSTANCE: 7,587 acres of the property
burned in the 2015 Route Fire, making the
economic situation of the tract more unstable.
Without revenue from the sale of a conservation easement, other means to produce revenue will be
pursued including likely division and sale. 

• Subdivision and development increases the risk of wildfire and hinders landscape-level wildfire
planning and prevention. Easement completion would extinguish subdivision potential, vastly reduce
potential development, and promote forest management designed to further decrease catastrophic
wildfire. 

• Cannabis production is a prevalent driver of subdivision and forest conversion in the region – using
2019 Google Earth imagery, NRLT staff identified 325 individual plots containing clearings and/or
greenhouses for cannabis cultivation within 5 miles of the property boundary. 

• Illegal trespass cannabis cultivation sites and related environmental impacts are a common issue
faced by public and private landowners in Trinity County. Annual monitoring required by the
easement would aid in deterring trespass activities or promptly addressing the issue should it occur. 

• ABILITY TO DEVELOP: The property is easily accessible via highways 36 and 299 (two hours from
the Arcata/Eureka/McKinleyville Area (pop. 60,432) to the West, Redding/Weaverville (pop. 95,372)
to the East, and immediately adjacent to the hamlet of Hyampom). There are 2 airports within 20
miles. 

• ADJACENT LAND USE: As documented by State and Federal agencies, Trinity County is a hotspot
for forest conversion for cannabis cultivation. In July 2019 authorities confiscated 2,958 plants and
uncovered 16 environmental violations on only three parcels in a watershed to the south of SF
Mountain. 

• The pressures for subdivision into rural "ranchettes" less than 160 acres, and forest conversion, often
for cannabis production, are evidenced by numerous cultivation sites adjacent to the property and
visible from the air and when traversing Forest Route 1 atop SF Mountain. 

• In 2013, an adjacent 1800-acre forestland property was marketed for sale in 11 separate parcels. In
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spite of the rural location, all 11 parcels were under contract for sale within 2 months of listing. The
average sale price of a parcel in Trinity County was $450,000 between mid-2017 and mid-2019. 

• Shasta-Trinity National Forest staff has stated that conversion or fragmentation of Trinity Timberlands
will have a markedly adverse effect on National Forest management due to increased complications
that result from multiple-ownerships with different management strategies and new construction. 

Aerial of Trinity Timberlands; South Fork Trinity River Valley
below in fog (Photo by Trinity Timberlands)

 

Strategic
 

• CONSERVATION INITIATIVE, STRATEGY,
OR PLAN: Trinity Timberlands is a high
priority for conservation in the Land and
Resource Management Plan of the Shasta-
Trinity National Forest. Conservation of the
tract under singular ownership will aid in
administration of adjacent National Forest
lands by facilitating more efficient wildfire
planning, treatment coordination and
minimizing land use conflicts. 

• If a conservation easement can be realized,
the landowner is prepared to enter into an
option agreement with The Watershed
Research & Training Center, a nonprofit
based in nearby Hayfork that focuses on
innovative land stewardship and local job
creation. WRTC would seek to acquire and
manage the property as a community forest, and facilitate landscape-scale community fire protection
planning. 

• Trinity Timberlands is one phase in a two-phase effort that would conserve nearly 24,000 acres of
private forestlands that border the Shasta-Trinity and Six Rivers National Forests via acquisition of
conservation easements. NRLT is currently seeking funding for the second phase, the Travis Ranch
conservation easement, through various sources including FLP. 

• The project fulfills goals of several Federal/State Recovery Plans for threatened/endangered wildlife
including: the Final Recovery Plan for the S. Oregon/N. California Coast Evolutionarily Significant Unit
of Coho Salmon, the Recovery Strategy for California Coho Salmon, the Steelhead Restoration and
Management Plan for California, and the Revised Recovery Plan for the Northern Spotted Owl. 

• This project compliments the Trinity County Resource Conservation District Strategic Plan, adopted
in 2018, which outlines the priority resource issues to include: wildfire protection and fuels reduction,
water supply and availability, fish and wildlife habitat, biodiversity and ecosystem function, and
climate change resilience. 

• The Trinity River Restoration Program Spring Chinook Plan (authors: USFS, CA Fish and Game,
Bureau of Reclamation, Hoopa Tribe, The Watershed Center) specifically calls for conservation
measures on "streams with very severe [sedimentation] hazards occurring along South Fork
Mountain". 

• The proposed management of the property is consistent with the Watershed Center's South Fork
Trinity River Restoration Program goals, the collaborative Six Rivers to the Sea Initiative, and the
Trinity County Community Wildfire Protection Plan. The landowner is working with community-based
conservation groups to shape its long-term management plans and annual operating activities. 

• Conservation of Trinity Timberlands supports goals outlined in the Shasta-Trinity and Six Rivers
National Forest Plans, including maintenance of water quality, functional aquatic ecosystems and
riparian communities, diversity of scenic qualities, important habitat elements and conditions for
wildlife, and to provide recreational opportunities and use ecologically sound silvicultural practices. 

• COMPLEMENT PROTECTED LANDS: Trinity Timberlands is surrounded by National Forest with
roughly 36 miles of common boundary. Completing this easement will protect over 12% of the private
lands in the South Fork watershed and will simplify landscape level forest management by prohibiting
conversion to non-forest uses, and allow for more efficient wildfire protection planning and restoration
efforts. 
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• With over 10 miles of summit ridge on South Fork Mountain, conservation of Trinity Timberlands will
protect an expansive swath of private land, bridging Shasta-Trinity and Six Rivers National Forests,
the 15,600-acre Hunter Ranch conservation easement, and further consolidating a corridor of
conserved lands connecting to the planned ~12,000-acre Travis Ranch conservation easement to the
south. 

 

Readiness
 

Pre-Appraisal/Market Analysis 1
Easement or Fee Conditions 1
Non-Federal Cost Share Commitment 0
Signed Purchase Agreement 1
Title Search 1
Mineral Determination 1
Stewardship Plan (or equivalent)* 1
Readiness Total Tally Score 6

Supporting Parties
 
Forest Supervisor Scott Russell, Shasta-Trinity National Forest; 5th District Supervisor John Fenley,
Trinity County Board of Supervisors; Timber Manager Joe E. Miller, Trinity River Lumber Company;
Executive Director and RPF Mark Lancaster, Northwest California RC&D Council; and Executive Director
Nick Goulette, The Watershed Center, Hayfork. 
 
For more information on the Forest Legacy Program, please contact: 
Scott Stewart
National Forest Legacy
Program Coordinator
USDA Forest Service
1400 Independence Avenue,
3SC
Washington, DC 20250
202-205-1618
scott.stewart@usda.gov

Kathleen S. Friday
Forest Legacy Program
Manager
USDA Forest Service
Institute of Pacific Islands
Forestry
60 Nowelo St.
Hilo, HI 96720
808-854-2620
kathleen.friday@usda.gov

Brook Darley
State Forest Legacy Program
Coordinator
California Dept. of Forestry &
Fire Protection
6105 Airport Road
Redding, CA 96002
530-224-1420
Brook.Darley@fire.ca.gov
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